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ADVISER PROFILE 
 
 

NAME:   ARISTOTLE DAVID 

POSITION:    Legal Adviser 

LOCATION:    Vientiane, Lao PDR  

EXPERIENCE:    12 years  

NATIONALITY:    Filipino 

 
Curriculum Vitae 
 

MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES:   

Integrated Bar of the Philippines 

KEY QUALIFICATIONS: 

Aristotle David has progressive professional experience in the following practice areas: investment regulatory 
compliance, investment and project coordination, company establishment, contracts, real estate, labor, 
international law, human rights, administrative and other government proceedings in the Lao PDR and 
Philippines.  He holds a Masters of Law on International and European Law from Universitiet van Amsterdam, 
Netherlands, Postgraduate Diploma on International Human Rights Law from the International Institute of Social 
Studies of Erasmus University, Netherlands and a Bachelor of Laws from San Sebastian College, Philippines.  

EDUCATION: 

 2007 - Universitiet van Amsterdam, Amsterdam, Netherlands - Masters of Law on International and 
European Law 

 2003 – International Institute of Social Studies of Erasmus University, The Hague, Netherlands - 
Postgraduate Diploma on International Human Rights Law 

 1998 - San Sebastian College, Manila City, Philippines - Bachelor of Laws 

 1994 - Ateneo De Manila University, Quezon City, Philippines - Bachelor of Arts, Major in Political Science 

 2005 - World Intellectual Property Office Academy - Certificate on Principles of Intellectual Property 
Rights 

 2004 - UNITAR/Raoul Wallenberg Institute - Certificate on International Courts and Tribunals 

EMPLOYMENT RECORD: 

 Mekong Law Group/DFDL Mekong (2005 - present) 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia; Vientiane, Lao PDR 
Legal Adviser  
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- Provide legal advice and assistance on application for company establishment, regulatory and 
licensing requirements for foreign investments. 

- Assist in conduct of legal due diligence. 
- Prepare an Obligations Register for investors. 
- Assist in the registration of trademarks. 
- Coordinate projects between investors and government authorities. 
- Prepare and coordinate in the knowledge management project of the different offices of the 

company.  
- Assist the Lao and Cambodia offices, as necessary, on other tasks and duties, notably commercial 

work, assessing legal compilation and precedents system, and on other Technical Assistance and 
Development projects. 

- Engaged on all aspects of the World Bank Road Law project. Research on prevailing “international 
best practice” on Road Sector Management and Development.  Prepared draft provision of Road 
Law for the Royal Government of Cambodia. 

 
 United Nations Volunteer Vientiane, Lao PDR (2005) 

United Nations Volunteer Associate (UNV Roster Ѕ 297144) 
- Managed the United Nations Volunteer Lao PDR On Line Volunteering Program 
- Assisted in the development of UNV Lao Office Handbook, Administrative Kits for new and 

departing UNVs, and UNV Medical Guidelines.  
- Prepared/reviewed applications to various posts in the United Nations Volunteer Country Office. 
- Assisted in the orientation of new United Nations Volunteers. 
- Updated files and assisted the Program Officers. 
- Prepared UNV Office meeting minutes, communications and correspondence, various 

administrative and logistical duties. 
- Arranged briefings, prepared logistic plans and budgetary estimates for workshops. 
- Monitored timely release of voluntary living allowance (VLA) payments for all UNVs. 
- Assisted the United Nations Volunteer Country Office in  

 
 Supreme Court, Republic of the Philippines, Manila, Philippines (2002- 2005) 

Court Attorney IV (Legal Office - OCA) 
- Participated in the project implementation of the Action Program for Judicial Reform in the 

Supreme Court of the Republic of the Philippines 
- Conducted Audit and various Court Administration functions of the Philippine Judiciary such as 

drafting progress report/updates, perform routine systematic monitoring and evaluation of court 
operations, provide substantive briefings on efficient court management, as well as preparing 
recommendations on key reform initiatives for the court. 

- Conducted study on the systems and procedures of the courts with respect to docketing, 
calendaring, management and disposal of cases. 

- Assisted in reviewing and evaluating the work of lower level Court Attorneys and Judicial 
employees. 

- Rendered a study and research on various questions of complex legal issues of lower court Judges 
and personnel that came up for resolution or decision.  

- Prepared memoranda in connection with judicial and administrative matters, such as Court 
Circulars and pertinent provisions of the Rules of Court. 

- Investigated complaints and evaluated the performance of Judges and other court personnel and 
made recommendations on administrative cases. 

- Determined legal heirs and distribution of retirement benefits and other gratuities. 
- Performed difficult and responsible legal aid and advisory work. 

 
 Supreme Court of the Philippines, Office of the Bar Confidant (2001 – 2004) 

Manila, Philippines 
Supervisor, Superintendent, Building Coordinator (Philippine Bar Examinations) 
- Assisted in logistical and administrative matters. 
- Supervised the administrative and logistical personnel such as Supervisors, Headwatchers and Watchers. 
- Administered the Philippine Bar Examinations by supervising the distribution, conduct and collection of 

Bar Examination questionnaire and answer booklets. 
- Assisted Bar Examinees through the examination. 
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 Court of Appeals, Republic of the Philippines, Manila, Philippines (2000–2002) 
Court Attorney V (Office of the Associate Justice S.J. Valdez, Jr.)  
- Assisted in the project implementation of the USAID Pilot Project on Mediation at the Court of Appeals 

through arranging conferences among party-litigants for exploratory amicable settlement of disputes, 
facilitating efficient linkages between the court and Philippine Mediation Center/US AID. 

- Performed effective and efficient case management of the rollos and original records raffled to the Justice 
with periodic reports on the case disposal, caseloads and such other reports. 

- Assisted Senior Associate Justice in the resolution of cases filed to the Court of Appeals by making a 
preliminary assessment on the technical and substantial merit of the cases submitted for review and 
preparation of background study of the cases.   

- Analyzed the cases assigned and stated the pros and cons of the litigated issues therein in accordance 
with the Rules of Court on Criminal and Civil Procedures, Revised Internal Rules of the Court of Appeals, 
the Constitution, relevant Supreme Court Decisions and laws i.e. Civil, Criminal, Administrative, 
Commercial, Labor Laws and Social Legislation, and Environmental Protection laws. 

- Drafted and submitted a report on the cases assigned and made the necessary legal 
recommendation on the basis of analysis of the evidence submitted by the parties, relevant laws 
and jurisprudence. 

- Researched relevant laws and jurisprudence (local and international jurisdiction), and compiled important 
rulings on recent circulars and newly developed jurisprudence of the Supreme Court of the Philippines. 

 
 Corporate Counsels, Philippine Law Offices, Makati, Philippines (1999–2000) 

Junior Associate 
- Managed accounts and coordinated transactions with key government agencies and private sector. 
- Provided substantive briefings, render advice and performed regular audits on client-corporations. 
- Reviewed, analyzed and formulated opinions on corporate policies and management. 
- Assisted in the Corporate Secretary’s functions such as preparation of notice/publication of 

stockholder’s meeting, participation in the Board and Stockholder’s meeting, preparation of 
agenda, minutes of meeting, secretary’s report. 

- Corporate practice, such as: Contract review and evaluation, Incorporation, Amendment of Articles 
of Incorporation and By-Laws; Reconstitution of stockholders’ transfer book; stock offering. 

- Handled litigation of Securities and Exchange Commission and labor cases.  
 

 House of Representatives, Manila, Philippines (1998) 
Legal Consultant (Office of Congressman Harry Angping, 3rd District of Manila, Philippines) 
- Rendered briefings, technical advice and action plans on various community and national concerns. 
- Performed audits on Congressional districts. 
- Supervised district office staff, poll coordinators and watchers. 
- Assisted in the various logistical and administrative functions of district offices. 
- Engaged in legal counseling on electoral matters i.e. appreciation of ballots, voters’ registration, election 

protest, etc. and assisted in developing electoral campaign platforms and strategies.  
 
 National Labor Relations Commissions, NCR Philippines (1997–1999) 

Legal Assistant (Legal Researcher to Labor Arbiter Ramon Valentin Reyes) 
- Performed a preliminary study on the cases assigned to the Labor Arbiter and drafted a report on 

the labor issue/s in dispute such as illegal dismissal, labor standard violations, unfair labor practice, 
labor claims, etc. 

- Assisted in the Arbitration proceedings of the different labor issues posted in the cases with a view 
of developing a “win-win” resolution. 

- Updated the Labor Arbiter in new Circulars and Jurisprudence. 
- Performed case inventory and management. 

 
 Sebastinian Office of the Legal Aid, Manila, Philippines (1995–1997) 

Law Intern 
- Assisted in the development, implementation and management of an effective legal aid program. 
- Rendered inventory and audit of legal assistance activities. 
- Drafted project-related documents on legal aid and correspondence. 
- Prepared reports on diverse legal subjects.  
- Conducted interviews and assessment of the cases of indigent party-litigants. 
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VIENTIANE 
Laos@dfdlmekong.com 
+856 21 242 068-70  

PHNOM PENH 
Cambodia@dfdlmekong.com 
+855 23 210 400 

YANGON* 
Myanmar@dfdlmekong.com 
+95 1540 995 

BANGKOK 
Thailand@dfdlmekong.com 
+66 26 363 282 

PHUKET 
Phuket@dfdlmekong.com 
+66 76 279 921  

SAMUI 
Samui@dfdlmekong.com 
+66 77 484 510 

HANOI 
Vietnam@dfdlmekong.com 
+84 4 3936 6411 

HO CHI MINH CITY 
Vietnam@dfdlmekong.com 
+84 8 3910 0072 

*Myanmar Thanlwin Legal Services, Ltd. in association with DFDL Mekong 

- Administered the legal aid program by developing effective and efficient case management and 
resolution. 

- Managed various developmental and alternative legal aid programs 

DETAILS OF MAJOR PROJECTS UNDERTAKEN 

Focus on Hydropower and Energy Projects Sector 

LAO PDR  

Theun-Hinboun Power Company (Expansion Project) – Lender’s Group (2009)  
Coordinate and assist in the registration of various documents related to the expansion project. 

TBEC (Lao) Company Limited – US$0.7 Million - Thai Biogas Energy Company (2009 
Advice and assist on establishment of a biogas investment in Lao PDR.  

Houay Ho Power Company Limited – US$50 Million - Houay Ho Power Company Limited (2008) 
Advised and assisted in the share transfer and preparation of related corporate documents, coordinated and 
assisted in the registration of transaction documents. 

Nam Sim Power Company Limited – US$5.3 Million - Norpower AS Company (2008) 
Advised and assisted on key issues related to foreign investment and company establishment in Lao PDR. 

Nam Ngum 2 Power Company – US$229 Million – Thai Exim Bank Lenders  (2006) 
Conducted an examination of compliance with various licenses and government approvals by investors, assisted 
in issuing a legal opinion for the lenders.   

Focus on  Mining Sector  

LAO PDR 

Lao Sanxai Minerals Company Limited – US$0.9 Million – Rio Tinto and Mitsui (2009) 
Advice and assist on key issues related to foreign investment and company establishment in Lao PDR, prepared 
the company’s Obligations Register for Lao PDR. 
Focus on  Foreign Investments and Corporate  

LAO PDR 

ANZ Vientiane Commercial Bank Limited – US$14 Million – Australia and New Zealand Royal Banking Group 
Limited 2009) 
Assist and advice on the capital increase and share transfer, prepared and advised on the company’s Obligations 
Register for Lao PDR. 

Lao Brewery Company – US$20 Million – International Finance Corporation (IFC)  (2007) 
Advised on the tax immunity status of International Finance Corporation, assist in issuing a legal opinion for loan 
for transaction.  

Incorporation– US$25 Million - Birla Foreign Investments  (2006)  
Assisted in the establishment of Birla foreign investments in Lao PDR, advice on various investment issues. 

CAMBODIA  

World Bank Road Law Project – Royal Government of Cambodia (2006) 
Assisted in the legislative drafting of the Road Law for the Royal Government of Cambodia, conduct 
consultations and seminar on the Road Law draft legislation. 
 

LANGUAGES:  Speaking Reading Writing 

 ENGLISH Excellent Excellent Excellent 

 PILIPINO Excellent Excellent Excellent 

 


