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ADVISER PROFILE 
 
 

NAME:   AUDRAY SOUCHE 

POSITION:    Senior Legal Adviser 

LOCATION:    Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam  

EXPERIENCE:    8 years  

NATIONALITY:    French 

 
Curriculum Vitae 

KEY QUALIFICATIONS: 

Audray Souche is a French trained legal adviser and holds a high graduation in European Law, University of Lyon, 
France. She also has a Master’s Degree from the School of Political Sciences (Lyon) with Public Law (including 
Public Economic Law), Public Policies, International Law and Geopolitics in Asian Countries as her main study 
areas. She has received practical training at the Legal Department of the European Parliament (Luxemburg and 
Strasbourg) and at the European Commission in Cambodia. 

Between 2002 and 2004, she worked as Project Officer in the Legal and Judicial Sector in Cambodia, providing 
technical assistance to the Ministry of Justice, to the Cambodian Bar Association and to the Royal School for 
Judges and Prosecutors.  

She joined Mekong Law Group in 2004 as Legal and Investment Adviser. She has experience in foreign 
investment, commercial and financing transactions in Laos, Thailand, Cambodia and Vietnam and has gained 
specialized experience on energy and project finance projects, providing local advice on major project finance 
deals in Laos and in Cambodia (Nam Theun 2, Nam Ngum 2, Nam Theun 1, Nam Ngum 3, Nam Tha, Theun 
Hinboun Expansion, Nam Lik, Hongsa, Russey Chrum). She is based in Ho Chi Minh City since March 2009.  

EDUCATION: 

Professional Education:  

Á 2002 – European Parliament, Division “Plenary session acts”, Preparation and revision of the legal acts 
adopted by the Parliament, Luxembourg 

Á 2002 – French Embassy, Trade Section, Trade Analysis of the Medical Sector, Cambodia 

Á 2002 – Delegation of the European Commission, Sectorial Analysis on Health and Social Affairs, Cambodia  

Academic Education: 

Á 2009 – Doctoral Thesis in process (Investment Law and International Tax Law)  

Á 2001 – Advanced Specialized Degree in European Law – Specialization: Corporate and Local Governance, 
Law Faculty, University of Lyon (France) 

Á 1999 – Course “Practice of international negotiations”, Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law 
and International Law (Germany) 
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Á 2000 – Master’s Degree in Political Sciences - Public Law, School of Political Sciences of Lyon 
(France)/School of Political Sciences of Innsbruck (Austria)  

EMPLOYMENT RECORD: 

Á DFDL MEKONG/MEKONG LAW GROUP (June 2004 to present) 
Senior Legal Adviser 
Areas of practice: energy and environment, project finance, foreign investment, including licensing 
procedures, acquisitions. 

Á FRENCH COOPERATION – Cambodia  (May 2002 to April 2004) 
Project Officer in the Legal and Judicial Sector 
Experience in project management (budget implementation and monitoring, contracting with service 
providers, coordination with bi- and multilateral donors), capacity building (organization of training of 
trainers, institutional support and curriculum designing), law dissemination and publication (drafting of 
legal comments on Criminal Law for Ministry of Justice and support to the drafting of legal materials).   

Á CEGELEC COMPANY (CIVIL ENGINEERING) – France  (February 2002 -March 2002) 
Short Term mission  
Preparation of technical documentation and engineering contracts, including general review and 
translation in German, for a large infrastructure project (Lötschsberg Tunnel). 

DETAILS OF MAJOR PROJECTS UNDERTAKEN 

Focus  

INFRASTRUCTURES AND PROJECT FINANCE DEALS 

3 Small hydropower projects (Vietnam) – US$ 40 Million (2010) 
Acting as counsel to French new investor in relation to the acquisition of interests in the three relevant small 
projects, including negotiation and drafting assistance for the capital contribution and business cooperation 
agreement to be executed with the original sponsor.  

Sihanoukville Coal Fired-Power Project (Cambodia) – US$ 140 Million (2009-2010) 
Assisted DFDL Team acting as local counsel to Malaysian bank in relation to the financing of a coal fired power 
project, including drafting of security package.  

Lower Stung Russei Chrum (Cambodia) – US$420 Million(2009-2010)Leading adviser in DFDL team acting as 
local counsel to Chinese lender in relation to the financing of the Lower Stung Russei Chrum hydropower project, 
including due diligence, drafting of security package and closing process.  International Counsel is Herbert Smith.  

Sepon Mine Project (Laos) – Original Lender (2009) 
Leading adviser in DFDL team acting as local counsel to the original lender of the Sepon Mine Project in relation 
to the sale of a 90% interest in the Project by OZ Minerals to new investor –Minmetals. This included in 
particular assistance in relation to the refinancing arrangements, including advising on security enforcement 
issues, discharge and security release issues, drafting of termination and release documentation and  advising 
and on Lao law impacts of new financing terms. International Counsel was Mallesons Stephen Jaques.  

Houay Ho Hydropower Project (Laos) – Original Sponsor (2008) 
Leading adviser in DFDL team acting as local counsel to GDF-Suez/Tractabel in relation to the transfer of shares 
and consequent security interest in the Houay Ho hydropower projects in the framework of the overall GFD Suez 
group restructuring. Works included advice and refinancing arrangements, drafting of the termination and 
release documentation and drafting of the new share security package.   

Theun Hinboun Expansion Hydropower Project (Laos) – US$500 Million – Developers (2008) 
Leading adviser in DFDL team acting as local counsel to THPC in relation to the upgrade of the Theun Hinboun 
power station and to the expansion of the total generating capacity (440 MW +60 MW), including advice on 
impact of financing restructuring and drafting of new security package. International counsel was Hunton & 
Williams.  

Nam Lik 1 Hydropower Project (Laos) – US$150 Million – Lender  (2008) 
Advised the lenders (China Exim Bank) in relation to a 100 MW hydropower project including review of the main 
project documents, drafting of a legal opinion and advice on the security package. 
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Focus  

Nam Theun 1 Hydropower Project (Laos) – US$700 Million – Developers (2006 – 2007) 
Advised a group of foreign developers (Thai and Malaysian) on aspects of Lao law with a view to establishing a 
US$700 Million hydro power project in Laos, including corporate, licensing, compliance, environment and 
secured financing issues and legal documentation.  

Nam Ngum 2 Hydropower Project (Laos) – US$750 Million – Lenders (2005 – 2006) 
Advised Thai lenders as member of the local project counsel team on a US$750 Million hydro project in Laos, 
including notably review of the project and finance documents, preparation of draft legal acts, conditions 
precedents monitoring, relations with local authorities and with the various project’s parties.  

Nam Theun 2 Hydropower Project (Laos) – US$1.3 Billion – Lenders  (2004 – 2005) 
Advised lenders (consortium of 30 private banks + World Bank, ADB, AFD, EIB) as member of the local project 
counsel team on a US$1.3 billion hydro project in Laos, including notably review of the project and finance 
documents, preparation of draft legal acts, conditions precedents monitoring, relations with local authorities 
and with the various project’s parties, coordination of the document registration process and advice on 
perfection and enforcement of securities (including registration of security agreements in Laos). International 
counsel was Allen & Overy.  

LAOS  (Others) 

Telecommunication Acquisition – US$100 Million – Russian Investor (2009-2010) 
Conducted due diligence on target company in Laos and provided legal advice related to acquisition by client of a 
78% equity stake in the Lao entity of an international telecommunication service provider. 

International School Extension – US$1.7 Million – Banque pour le Commerce Extérieur (2007) 
Drafted loan agreement and security documentation in relation to a project of construction of new facilities for 
an international school.  

Establishment of Hotel in Luang Prabang – US$650,000  (2007) 
Drafted Joint Venture Agreement; reviewing Articles of Association and preparation of documents for change of 
shareholding.  

Telecommunication Acquisition–US$45 Million – ST Telemedia (2007) 
Conducted due diligence on target companies in Laos, provided all legal advice required in Laos for acquisition by 
client of a 49% equity stake in the telecommunication business of Shinawatra International in Laos.  

Land Structure – US$400,000 – Banyan Tree  (2007) 
Assisted client in structuring contracts related to the rights of the client on land to develop a luxurious hotel.  

Extension of Beverage Industrial Facility – US$ 10 Million – IFC  (2007-2008)  
Acted for the International Finance Corporation in relation to the financing of the construction of a new of 
manufactory, including compliance advice, drafting of security documentation, and legal opinion.  

Establishment of Telecommunication Branch – Alcatel (2005-2006) 
Legal advice and assistance in licensing procedure.   

Acquisition Project – Cement Industry  (2005) 
Acted for potential Thai investor in relation to a contemplated majority equity acquisition in a Lao cement 
company, notably undertaking of full legal due diligence.  

Financing Project – Plantation Industry  (2005) 
Reviewed Guarantee Agreement and drafted legal opinion.  

Luxury Tourism Industry – Aman Resorts (2005-2006) 
Drafted corporate documents, drafted option agreement, reviewed various contracts (including sale-purchase 
contract, business cooperation contract) and provision of legal and tax advice.  
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Focus 

THAILAND  (Others) 

Manufacture Development – Délifrance  (2008) 
Advised Délifrance on conditions for food manufacturing and business operations in Thailand (foreign 
investment restrictions, corporate structure, tax incentives and land issue).  

Establishment of Project Office – Electricité de France  (2008) 
Coordination of the procedural works related to the establishment of a project office and advice on various 
related matters (foreign exchange remittance and tax).  

Contract Enforcement – BP Solar (2008) 
Assisted negotiations with relevant Thai governmental authorities regarding contract enforcement issues related 
to defected solar system items.  

Construction & Real Estate Industry (2006) 
Contributed to Construction Contract Master Investment Agreement drafting. 

CAMBODIA (Others) 

Financing – French Agency of Development  (2009-2010) 

Advising French Development Agency in relation to local regulatory requirements applicable to financing of a 
water treatment station and network in Phnom Penh, including drafting of security agreement and legal opinion.      

Financing – Proparco  (2009) 

Advised Proparco in relation to local regulatory requirements applicable to financing of a rice manufacturing and 
exporting project, including drafting of advice and legal opinion.      

VIETNAM (Others) 

Land Acquisition Project – UK Real Estate Investor (2010) 

Advising foreign investor in relation to the project of acquisition of a development land in Phu Quoc island, 
including drafting of structuring advice and drafting of contract package (Master Agreement and Finance 
Documents).  

Port Construction – Singaporean Construction Company  (2009) 

Reviewed Construction Contracts (FIDIC template) and provided commercial and Vietnamese Law advice.   

Establishment of Companies (2009-2010) 

Coordination of the procedural works related to the establishment of companies (quality consulting, green 
energy, real estate, and manufactory) and advising on various related matters (employment and tax).   

Business Cooperation  – Construction  Sector (2008) 

Drafting of Business Cooperation Contract for the benefits of a Taiwanese investor and assisting negotiations 
with Vietnamese partner.  

PUBLICATIONS: 

- Articles in various legal Publications in Cambodia (Review of the Phnom Penh Faculty of Law and 
Economics, Commented Criminal Code);  

- Coordination of the publication of the Lao Monthly Law Updates and of the Lao Legal and Investment 
Guide 2007. 

LANGUAGES:  Speaking Reading Writing 

 FRENCH Excellent Excellent Excellent 
 ENGLISH Good Good Good 

 GERMAN Good Good Good 
 VIETNAMESE In process   

 


