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ADVISER PROFILE 
 
 

NAME:   THI TUYET CHAU TA 

POSITION:    Senior Legal Adviser and Head of the Vietnam Real Estate Practice Group 

LOCATION:    Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam  

EXPERIENCE:    7 years  

NATIONALITY:    Australian, Vietnamese origin 

 
Curriculum Vitae 
 

MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES:   

Law Society of New South Wales 
International Lawyers Group, Ho Chi Minh City 
South East Asia Real Estate Group 
Private Equity Investment Group 
Real Estate Lawyer Network 
Viet Nam-Indochina Investments 
Vietnamese Professional Network 
University of Sydney Alumni 

KEY QUALIFICATIONS: 

Chau is highly experienced in real estate legal matters in Vietnam. She practiced not only in Vietnam with one of 
the country's largest international law firms on property law, but also served as Vice President for Legal Affairs 
of one of Vietnam's leading listed property funds. Her practical legal experience with property projects in 
Vietnam allows her to provide hands-on advice on real estate licensing, green field investment and transfer of 
property investment projects, construction and zoning and other related issues. She is a qualified Australian 
lawyer with unique international and Vietnam law experience on real estate matters. She speaks English, 
Vietnamese and conversational Japanese. 

EDUCATION: 

 2008 – Masters of International Law (Honors), University of Sydney, Sydney, Australia 
 2003 - College of Law, Sydney Australia 
 2002 - Bachelor of Arts (majoring Japanese and Government) and Bachelor of Laws (Honors), University of 

Sydney, Sydney, Australia 

EMPLOYMENT RECORD: 

 DFDL MEKONG, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam (May 2010 – Present) 
Legal Adviser 
Areas of practice:  Real estate 
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 JSM INDOCHINA LTD, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam (Jan 2008 – May 2010) 
Vice President ς Legal Affairs, Corporate Secretary 
Areas of practice: 

- Provided legal support to the Company’s delisting from AIM and listing on the Main Board of the 
London Stock Exchange 

- Advised and assisted the company on all legal matters relating to its projects and/or the 
management and operation of the company and its business; 

- Drafted and revised services agreements, contracts, memorandum of understanding and other 
documents relating to the project and/or the management of the company and its business; 

- Liaised, negotiated and managed lawyers, consultants and other service providers on legal matters 
associated with the company, its projects and/or the management of its business. 

- Maintenance of company secretarial file, preparing meeting agendas, minutes of minutes, 
resolutions, and all matters associated to the listing, registration, and on-going operation of the 
company, maintain the share register, assist the CFO and Funds Manager in preparing reports to 
shareholders, assisting the Board with legal interpretation of the Memorandum and Articles of 
Association, AIMS Rules/regulations and any other applicable jurisdictional/regulatory 
requirements. 

- Drafted and liaised with the company’s publicist, NOMAD, and the Board for finalization and 
release of RNS announcements. 

 ALLENS ARTHUR ROBINSON, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam  (Jun 2007 – Jan 2008) 
Foreign Lawyer 
Areas of practice: 
Commercial, Corporate, Mergers and Acquisitions.  

- Assisted clients in preparing and finalizing subscription of shares, providing written and oral advice 
to regarding possible legal matters. 

- Provided clients advice regarding alternate corporate structures, joint venture structures, its 
disadvantages and advantages. 

- Efficiently self-managed multiple files from start to finish. 

- Drafted shareholders agreements, charter, deeds of release and indemnity, put and call options, 
various forms of contract including leases, equipment purchasing contracts, consultancy services 
contracts, short term and long term loans. 

- Prepared application dossier for establishment of a new enterprise (both in form of joint venture 
and foreign owned enterprises, foreign invested enterprises), representative office Examples: 
managed and successfully completed the establishment of Kumho Tire, Lap An Development and 
Investment Co Ltd, completed the subscription of shares of SABECO by a foreign entity, managed 
and closed the purchase by a foreign enterprise of 49% of a Vietnamese joint stock company. 

Clients: 
JSM Indochina Properties Pte Ltd, Chanel, Nordica, Gia Minh Conic, Kieler Vietnam, Kumho, Posco E&C, 
Hyosung 

 TERRETT LAWYERS, Sydney, Australia (Apr 2004 – Jun 2007) 
Solicitor 
Areas of practice: 
Corporate, Commercial and Conveyancing, Wills, Commercial Litigation, Debt Recovery (Plaintiff), 
Personal Injury (Defendant Companies), Land and Environment disputes, Industrial Law (Defendant). 

- Responsible for the re-writing and finalization of Mitsubishi Australia Limited's current company 
constitution. 

- Assisted partner in the re-structuring one of Australia's major beef export company's corporate 
structure to protect and ensure maximum financial, tax and insurance benefits. 

- Assisted construction clients in preparing and finalizing tenders, providing written and oral advice 
to regarding taxation related matters. 
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HO CHI MINH CITY 
Vietnam@dfdlmekong.com 
+84 8 3910 0072 
PHNOM PENH 
Cambodia@dfdlmekong.com 
+855 23 210 400 

VIENTIANE 
Laos@dfdlmekong.com 
+856 21 242 068-70  

YANGON* 
Myanmar@dfdlmekong.com 
+95 1540 995 

BANGKOK 
Thailand@dfdlmekong.com 
+66 26 363 282  

PHUKET 
Phuket@dfdlmekong.com 
+66 76 279 921 

SAMUI 
Samui@dfdlmekong.com 
+66 77 484 510 

HANOI  
Vietnam@dfdlmekong.com 
+84 4 3936 6411 

*Myanmar Thanlwin Legal Services, Ltd. in association with DFDL Mekong 

- Provided clients advice regarding alternate corporate structures, its disadvantages and advantages. 

- Efficiently self-managed multiple conveyancing files from start to finish, on behalf of off-the plan 
purchasers from one newly developed block of units. 

- Drafted outsourcing agreements, licences, deeds of release and indemnity, put and call options, 
trust deeds, contract for sale of land and businesses, leases and wills. 

- Assisted client converting land ownership from Company Title system to Torrens Title system. 

- Prepared company secretarial documents  

- Successfully defended personal injuries claims and cross claims. 

- Successfully defended OH & S criminal prosecutions in Supreme Court and Court of Appeal. 
Currently defending WorkCover’s appeal to the Court of Appeal. 

- Actively took part in negotiating terms of settlement with other numerous (cross) defendants and 
their legal representatives, (comprising of four of Australia's top-tier firms) in relation to our client's 
product liability claim. Obtained a very successful and favorable outcome for client. 

- Successfully litigated an easement dispute claim on behalf of a registered proprietor to a land-
locked land. 

- Have carriage of proceeding on behalf of a client who sustained severe injuries in the Waterfall 
Train Derailment. Successfully negotiated terms of settlement on behalf of client prior to hearing. 

- Successfully appealed against the Valuer-General determination as to valuation of a property. 

- Successfully defended a criminal prosecution on behalf of client on multiple charges of child 
pornography.  

- Successfully recovered debts through enforcement of guarantees and equitable mortgages.  

Clients: 
Rockdale Beef Pty Limited, Hokubee Australia Pty Limited, Itoham Foods (Australia) Pty Limited, Grange 
Food Services Pty Limited, Makani 2001 Pty Limited, Natures Choice Tender Beef Pty Limited, The Astor 
Pty Limited, McDonald Bros Pty Limited 

 

LANGUAGES:  Speaking Reading Writing 

 ENGLISH Excellent Excellent Excellent 

 VIETNAMESE Excellent Excellent Excellent 

 JAPANESE Good   
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