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ADVISER PROFILE 
 
 

NAME:   EDWIN VANDERBRUGGEN 

POSITION:    Managing Director, Regional Tax Practice 

LOCATION:    Phnom Penh, Vientiane and Ho Chi Minh City 

EXPERIENCE:    20 years  

NATIONALITY:    Dutch 

 
Curriculum Vitae 

KEY QUALIFICATIONS: 

Edwin Vanderbruggen has 20 years experience as a tax lawyer and academic. He advises multinational 
enterprises, governmental departments and international organizations in the field of international taxation, tax 
planning and on the public international law of trade and investment. Besides extensive tax consulting work for 
multinational enterprises he has regularly trained and assisted tax department officials in various countries, 
designed policy and drafted tax laws and regulations and has supplied expert testimony to tax courts. He has 
also trained and advised governmental agencies on international trade/investment law and arbitration.   

Edwin previously taught tax/international law at various university programs in The Netherlands, Belgium, 
Thailand, Cambodia and Vietnam. He has published more than forty scientific articles in international legal 
journals and five books on international law, taxation and investment law issues, some of which won scientific 
awards.  

As quoted in Chambers Asia and Chambers International, “Vanderbruggen impresses with his ‘great depth of tax 
knowledge and experience’ and his superior tax advice. ‘Simply excellent at what he does,’ he covers the 
Indochina region, including Laos and Thailand.” 

EDUCATION: 

Á 1992 Bachelor of Laws, LL.B (Licenciaat in de Rechtsgeleerdheid), University of Antwerp, Belgium 

Á 1994 Master of Laws, LL.M (Bijzonder Licenciaat in Bedrijfsrecht en Fiscaal Recht) Thesis:  “Do Domestic 
Anti-Avoidance Measures Interfere with International Tax Law?” (published and awarded) Free University 
of Brussels, Belgium 

Á In process Doctoral Thesis (in International Law) 

EMPLOYMENT RECORD: 

Á DFDL MEKONG, (June 2007 to Present) 
Managing Director, Regional Tax Practice  Phnom Penh, Vientiane and Ho Chi Minh City 
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Á MINISTRY OF ECONOMY AND FINANCE (2006) 
Adviser  Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
Advising on Tax Policy and International Taxation and Double Taxation Agreements 

Á ASIA PACIFIC TAX CONSULTANTS (1997 – 2006) 
Managing Partner/Tax Lawyer Bangkok, Thailand 
 Hong Kong, PROC 

Á SNGI/GROUPE SUEZ (1994 – 1997) 
Director Paris, France 
In charge of the Brussels Office.  Chief Counsel legal and tax operations in the Benelux countries. 

Á LOYENS & VOLKMAARS (1991 - 1994) 
Lawyer Antwerp, Belgium 
International Taxation and Business Law 

Á COMIRA (1989 – 1991) 
Legal Adviser Antwerp, Belgium 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE:  

INSTITUTE PROGRAM YEAR(S) 
   

CFVG – National University of Economics 
(Vietnam) 

Master of Business Administration 2006 – 2007 

Royal University of Law and Economics 
(Cambodia) 

Master in International Business Law 2004 – 2005 

ITC – Leyden University 
(The Netherlands) 

Master in International Tax Law 
(two lectures) 

2003 – 2004 

Chulalongkorn University 
(Thailand) 

Master in International Business Law 2002 - 2005 

IPO – Ufsia University 
(Belgium) 

Master in International Tax Law 1992 – 1995 

Handelshoge School University 
(Belgium) 

Bachelor in Commercial and Diplomatic 
Relations 

1992 – 1994 

DETAILS OF MAJOR PROJECTS UNDERTAKEN 

FOCUS ON TAXATION 

CAMBODIA  

Tax Policy & Administration Priorities Need Assessment – World Bank  (2009) 
In-depth analysis of the current tax administration and suggestions to strengthen the administration, assessment 
of various policies and express an opinion on which should be prioritized; provide advice on allocating resources. 
Policy Evaluation – Taxation Department  (2006) 
“Tax on Profit for Capital Gains realized by Physical Persons (Financial Act 2007)”: policy evaluation, drafting of 
law, drafting of regulation, discussions with Senior Minister and Tax Department Direction. 

Drafting Model Double Tax Agreement  (2006) 
“Cambodia Model Double Taxation Agreement”: research and drafting of model agreement for future treaty 
negotiations, training of taskforce, comparative analyses of policy objectives, reports to Senior Minister and Tax 
Department. 

THAILAND  

Training Project – Thai Revenue Department (2003-2004) 
“Detecting and Assessing International Tax Avoidance and Evasion” Training Project, Thai Revenue Department 
2003-2004 

Project – World Bank (2002) 
“Suggestions for Tax Law Reform Thailand” World Bank (Economic Monitor) 
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FOCUS ON TAXATION 

VIETNAM  

Training Project – Vietnam Government (2006) 
“International Dispute Resolution, Investment Arbitration and WTO law” Training Project, Ministry of 
Trade/Ministry of Commerce by CFVG National University of Economics (Vietnam)  

 

PUBLICATIONS: 

Edwin has published six textbooks on international and Asian taxation and international law including: 

Á “Current Trends in Asian and International Business Taxation” (ISBN 974-203-073-1) 

Á “Above and Beyond the Treaty: Essays on the International Legal and Institutional Structure of Double 
Taxation Agreements (ISBN974-91981-6-6) 

Á “The Law and Practice of Transfer Pricing” (ISBN 974-92532-7-2)  

Furthermore, Edwin has published over 40 major contributions in international tax and legal journals, 
newspapers and business publications.  

IBFD: 

Á Developing countries and the removal of Article 14 from the OECD Model Bulletin for international fiscal 
documentation Volume: 55, 2001, № 12 

Á Unless the Vienna Convention otherwise requires : notes on the relationship between Article 3(2) of the 
OECD Model Tax Convention and Articles 31 and 32 of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties Journal 
of European taxation Volume: 43, 2003, № 5 

Á The AFTA rules of origin Asia-Pacific tax bulletin Volume: 11, 2005, № 2 

Á Overview of the taxation of expatriates Asia-Pacific tax bulletin Volume: 9, 2003, № 5 

Á Tax treaty renegotiations by developing countries : a case study using comparative analysis to access the 
feasibility of achieving policy objectives Asia-Pacific tax bulletin Volume: 8, 2002, № 7/8 

Á VAT rules and e-commerce in Thailand Asia-Pacific tax bulletin Volume: 8, 2002, № 2 

Á Source taxation of consideration for technical services and know-how Asia-Pacific tax bulletin Volume: 7, 
2001, № 3. 

INTERTAX: 

Á The European Court of Justice and the Free Movement of Tax Treaty Judgments (2002) 11 EC Tax Review pp. 
52–64 

Á The Power of Persuasion: Notes on the Sources of International Law and the OECD Commentary (2003) 31 
Intertax pp. 259–270 

Á About the Deductibility of Head Office Expenses: A Commentary on Art. 7(3) of the OECD Model, the UN 
Model and Alternative Provisions Adopted in Tax Treaty Practice (2002) 30 Intertax pp. 270–284 

Á The Importance of Being Earnest: The Development of Tax Planning in China (2000) 28 Intertax pp. 360–372 

Á Compulsory Jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice in Tax Cases: Do We Already Have an 
‘International Tax Court’? (2001) 29 Intertax pp. 250–267 

Á State Responsibility under Customary International Law in Matters of Taxation and Tax Competition (2001) 
29 Intertax pp. 115–139 

Á The Power of Persuasion: The Legal Effects of the OECD commentary as a Non-Binding Recommendation 
(2003) 31 Intertax pp. 259–270 
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PHNOM PENH 
Cambodia@dfdlmekong.com 
+855 23 210 400 

VIENTIANE 
Laos@dfdlmekong.com 
+856 21 242 068-70  

YANGON* 
Myanmar@dfdlmekong.com 
+95 1540 995 
BANGKOK 
Thailand@dfdlmekong.com 
+66 26 363 282 

PHUKET 
Phuket@dfdlmekong.com 
+66 76 279 921  

SAMUI 
Samui@dfdlmekong.com 
+66 77 484 510 

HANOI 
Vietnam@dfdlmekong.com 
+84 4 3936 6411 

HO CHI MINH CITY 
Vietnam@dfdlmekong.com 
+84 8 3910 0072 
 

*Myanmar Thanlwin Legal Services, Ltd. in association with DFDL Mekong 
 

OTHERS: 

Á “Critical Comments on the OECD’s Proposed Article for Assistance in the Collection of Taxes”, Tax Notes 
International. 

Á “A Review of the OECD Report on Corporate Tax Incentives for Foreign Direct Investments: Lessons for 
Developing Countries”, Asia-Pacific Journal of Taxation of The Hong Kong Polytechnic University. 

Á “A Preliminary Look at the New UN Model Tax Convention”, British Tax Review. 

Á “Tax Holidays in Asia: The End in Sight?” (Asian Wall Street Journal)  

Á “Salient Features of the ASEAN Model Tax Treaty” Tax Notes International, 18 March 2002, p.1227 

Á “Reflections on the Principle of ‘Good Faith’ as a Source of Normative Content for the Application of Double 
Taxation Conventions” British Tax Review, 2003, № 1, Sweet & Maxwell, pp.25–68 (“Good Faith” in the 
Application and Interpretation of Double Tax Conventions) 

Á “The European Court of Justice and the Free Movement of Tax Treaty Judgment” EC Tax Review, 2002, Vol. 
11, Issue 2, pp.52–64 

 

 
 

LANGUAGES:  Speaking Reading Writing 
 ENGLISH Excellent Excellent Excellent 
 DUTCH Excellent Excellent Excellent 
 FRENCH Good Good Good 
 GERMAN Good Good Good 
 THAI Fair Fair Fair 
 MANDARIN Basic Basic Basic 


