
 

 
ADVISER PROFILE 
 
 

NAME:   EDWIN VANDERBRUGGEN 

POSITION:    Managing Director, Regional Tax Practice 

LOCATIONS:    Phnom Penh, Cambodia  

EXPERIENCE:    20 years  

NATIONALITY:    Dutch 

 
Curriculum Vitae 

KEY QUALIFICATIONS: 

Edwin A. Vanderbruggen has 20 years experience as a tax lawyer and academic. He advises multinational 
enterprises, governmental departments and international organizations in the field of international taxation, tax 
planning and on the public international law of trade and investment. Besides extensive tax consulting work for 
multinational enterprises he has regularly trained and assisted tax department officials in various countries, 
designed policy and drafted tax laws and regulations and has supplied expert testimony to tax courts. He has 
also trained and advised governmental agencies on international trade/investment law and arbitration.   

Edwin previously taught tax/international law at various universities in Belgium, The Netherlands and Thailand 
and currently at various reputable universities in the region. He has published more than forty scientific articles 
in international legal journals and five books on international law, taxation and investment law issues, some of 
which won scientific awards. 

As quoted in Chambers Asia and Chambers International, “Vanderbruggen impresses with his ‘great depth of tax 
knowledge and experience’ and his superior tax advice. ‘Simply excellent at what he does,’ he covers the 
Indochina region, including Laos and Thailand.” 

EDUCATION: 

 1992 Bachelor of Laws, LL.B (Licenciaat in de Rechtsgeleerdheid) University of Antwerp, Belgium 
 1994 Master of Laws, LL.M (Bijzonder Licenciaat in Bedrijfsrecht en Fiscaal Recht) Thesis: “Do Domestic 

Anti-Avoidance Measures Interfere with International Tax Law?” (published and awarded) Free University 
of Brussels, Belgium 

 In process  Doctoral Thesis (in Law): The International Protection of Investors under Bilateral Investment 
Treaties in Matters of Taxation and Tax Administration   

EMPLOYMENT RECORD: 

 DFDL MEKONG, Phnom Penh, Cambodia  (June 2007 to Present) 
Director, Regional Tax Practice 

 MINISTRY OF ECONOMY AND FINANCE, Phnom Penh, Cambodia (2006-2007) 
Adviser  to Tax Department Direction  
Advising on domestic tax policy, international taxation and tax treaties 

 ASIA PACIFIC TAX CONSULTANTS, S.E. Asian Region (1997 – 2006) 
Partner/Tax Lawyer 

 SNGI/GROUPE SUEZ, Paris, France (1994 – 1997) 
Director, Tax Engineering 
In charge of the Brussels Office.  Chief Counsel legal and tax operations in the Benelux countries. 
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 LOYENS & VOLKMAARS, Antwerp, Belgium (1991 – 1994) 
Lawyer  
International Tax Law 

 COMIRA, Antwerp, Belgium (1989 – 1991) 
Legal Adviser  

DETAILS OF MAJOR PROJECTS UNDERTAKEN 

Focus on Taxation 

EUROPE & SOUTH EAST ASIA 

 Numerous regional and international advisory assignments in Europe and the Mekong region including 
(some examples):  

- “VAT and Corporate Income Tax implications and optimization for income derived from 
Construction and Installation of Power Plant Project” (for European multinational engineering 
company) 

- “Tax Optimization of Oil and Gas Operations on the Continental Shelf Thailand/Cambodia/ 
Malaysia” (for a US oil company)  

- “Tax Aspects of Expatriate Remuneration and Special Purpose Employment Vehicles Thailand/ 
Singapore/Hong Kong” (US soft drink owner) 

- “Tax and Customs Duty aspects of Electric Power Project” (IPP) 

- “Optimization of Income Derived from Leasing Equipment” (Australian oil contractor)  

- “Reduction of Customs Duty: Strategy under AFTA with reference to Cambodia, Vietnam, Laos and 
Myanmar” (multinational beverage producer)  

- “Optimization of Corporate Losses for Tax Purposes” (Singaporean bank) 

-  “Tax Planning for Supply of Technical Services and Assistance Thailand/Cambodia” (multinational 
engineering company)  

- “Tax Aspects of Joint Venture Agreements in View of Construction of New Airport” (German 
engineering multi-national)  

 Tax due diligence of banks, multinational enterprises, airlines, real estate investment funds, and 
energy/infrastructure corporations 

 Defense in tax and customs disputes (administrative phase and judicial) for various multinational 
enterprises  

 Transfer pricing analysis and justification for multinational corporations including energy and engineering 
sectors 

CAMBODIA 

 Lead co-counsel on US$425 M Mobitel deal, lead tax counsel 

 Tax efficient structuring of US$150 M complex hotel/casino resort project for multinational gaming 
enterprise 

 US$120 M BOT Bridge Project 

 Tax due diligence of Appliphone acquisition 

 Tax structuring of US$170 M urban retail and residential projects for listed property fund     

 Tax structuring for US$200 M power plant of listed power producer 

 Tax advisory services for Western Union, Siam Cement Group, Asian Development bank, licensed banks in 
Cambodia, various private equity funds  

 Tax structuring advice for 75 km2 island project off Cambodian coast 
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PHNOM PENH 
Cambodia@dfdlmekong.com 
+855 23 210 400 

VIENTIANE 
Laos@dfdlmekong.com 
+856 21 242 068-70  

YANGON* 
Myanmar@dfdlmekong.com 
+95 1540 995 
BANGKOK 
Thailand@dfdlmekong.com 
+66 26 363 282 

PHUKET 
Phuket@dfdlmekong.com 
+66 76 279 921  

SAMUI 
Samui@dfdlmekong.com 
+66 77 484 510 

HANOI  
Vietnam@dfdlmekong.com 
+84 4 3936 6411 

HO CHI MINH CITY 
Vietnam@dfdlmekong.com 
+84 8 3910 0072 
 

*Myanmar Thanlwin Legal Services, Ltd. in association with DFDL Mekong 
 

PUBLICATIONS: 

Edwin has published six textbooks on international and Asian taxation and international law including:  

 “Current Trends in Asian and International Business Taxation” (ISBN 974-203-073-1) 

 “Above and Beyond the Treaty: Essays on the International Legal and Institutional Structure of Double 
Taxation Agreements” (ISBN974-91981-6-6) 

 “The Law and Practice of Transfer Pricing” (ISBN 974-92532-7-2) 

Furthermore, Edwin has published over 40 major contributions in international tax and legal journals. Some 
examples:  

 “Source Taxation of Consideration for Technical Services and Know-How with Particular Reference to the 
Treaty Policy of China, India and Thailand”, Asia-Pacific Tax Bulletin. 

 “About the Deductibility of Head Office Expenses:  A Commentary on Art. 7(3) of the OECD Model, the UN 
Model and Alternative Provisions Adopted in Tax Treaty Practice” Intertax 

 “AFTA Based Customs Duty Planning”, Asia-Pacific Tax Bulletin 

 “Salient Features of the ASEAN Model Tax Treaty”, Tax Notes International 

 “The Principle of Good Faith and Double Taxation Agreements”, British Tax Review  

 “Unless the Vienna Convention Requires Otherwise”, European Taxation  

 
LANGUAGES:  Speaking Reading Writing 
 ENGLISH Excellent Excellent Excellent 
 DUTCH Excellent Excellent Excellent 
 FRENCH Good Good Good 
 GERMAN Good Good Good 
 THAI Fair Fair Fair 
 MANDARIN Basic Basic Basic 
 


