
 

 
 

 
ADVISER PROFILE 
 
 

NAME:   KRISTY THATCHER  

POSITION:    Legal Adviser 

LOCATION:    Vientiane, Lao PDR  

EXPERIENCE:    6 years 

NATIONALITY:    Australian 

 
Curriculum Vitae 
 

MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES:   

November 2004  Admitted as a legal practitioner of the Supreme Court of Queensland 
September 2008  Admitted as a legal practitioner of the High Court of Australia 
Current  Member of the Queensland Law Society 

KEY QUALIFICATIONS: 

Kristy Thatcher is an Australian trained legal adviser who holds a Masters of Laws, Mineral Law and Policy, from 
the University of Dundee. Prior to joining DFDL Mekong Kristy was working as a Senior Legal Officer with 
Queensland South Native Title Services providing legal advice regarding the prosecution of land rights claims in 
southern Queensland, Australia. Prior to working with QSNTS Kristy worked as a solicitor at Minter Ellison 
Lawyers, advising on resources, energy and major projects. 

EDUCATION: 

 2008 – Masters of Laws (Mineral Law and Policy) (Distinction), University of Dundee, Scotland, Centre for 
Energy, Petroleum and Mineral Law and Policy.  Rio Tinto Chevening NTRB Scholarship. 

 2004 – Graduate Diploma of Legal Practice, Skills and Ethics, Griffith University, Queensland, Australia.  
 2003 – Bachelor of Laws (Honours), University of Queensland, Queensland, Australia. 
 2003 – Bachelor of Arts (Anthropology), University of Queensland, Queensland, Australia.  

EMPLOYMENT RECORD: 

 DFDL MEKONG/MEKONG LAW GROUP, Vientiane, Lao PDR (Jan 2010 – Present) 
Legal Adviser 

 
 QUEENSLAND NATIVE TITLE SERVICES LTD, Brisbane, Australia (Nov 2007 – Jan 2010) 

Senior Legal Officer 
Responsibilities included: 
- Drafting court documents. 
- Federal Court of Australia appearances. 
- Preparation for and attendance at mediation. 
- Legal representative in intra-indigenous mediation.  
- Negotiation of Local Government Indigenous Land Use Agreements. 
- Preparation of witness statements. 
- Instruction, liaising and contract management of experts. 
- Analysis of statements and expert report. 
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VIENTIANE 
Laos@dfdlmekong.com 
+856 21 242 068-70  

PHNOM PENH 
Cambodia@dfdlmekong.com 
+855 23 210 400 

 

YANGON* 
Myanmar@dfdlmekong.com 
+95 1540 995 

BANGKOK 
Thailand@dfdlmekong.com 
+66 26 363 282 

PHUKET 
Phuket@dfdlmekong.com 
+66 76 279 921  

SAMUI 
Samui@dfdlmekong.com 
+66 77 484 510 
 

HANOI 
Vietnam@dfdlmekong.com 
+84 4 3936 6411 

HO CHI MINH CITY 
Vietnam@dfdlmekong.com 
+84 8 3910 0072 
 *Myanmar Thanlwin Legal Services, Ltd. in association with DFDL Mekong 

 
- Drafting legal advices and submissions.  
- Preparation and delivery of client presentations.  
- Briefing counsel to appear in Federal Court proceedings.  
- Case management of multi-disciplinary teams (legal, research and communities). 
- Review of legal, business and management documents. 
- Drafting of regular correspondence to clients, respondent parties, Federal Court and contractors. 
- Supervision of junior legal officers, paralegals and administrative staff. 

 
 MINTER ELLISON LAWYERS, Brisbane, Australia (Jan 2004 – Aug 2006) 

Solicitor, Resources, Energy and Major Projects  
Responsibilities included: 
- Drafting Confidentiality Agreements, Memorandums of Understanding and Deeds of settlement 

and release. 
- Drafting tender packages for major works for a mine expansion including for High Voltage Power 

and Communication Facilities, Water Management Facilities, Haul Roads and associated works and 
Industrial Areas and Crushing contract. 

- Drafting Supply of Goods contract, Fuel Supply Agreement, Equipment Support Agreement, Freight 
Contract, Contract for Engineering  and Construction Management Services for mine expansion; 

- Reviewing gas supply, coal supply and purchase, water supply and confidentiality agreements. 
- Preparation of legislative compliance manuals for coal mine and petroleum and gas workplace 

health and safety legislation. 
- Preparation of an issues paper in relation to an authority to prospect (petroleum). 
- Assisting in preparation of due diligence reports for the acquisition of petroleum tenements, coal 

seam gas tenements, mining tenements and water licences. 
- Drafting public notices required by legislation. 
- Advising on cultural heritage and native title legislative compliance. 
- Conducting tenure history analysis and advising on extinguishment or otherwise of native title 

rights and interests. 
- Conducting negotiations for Exploration Ancillary Agreements and Section 31 Agreements with the 

State and Native Title Parties. 
- Advising on land access arrangements for a gas pipeline under the Petroleum and Gas (Production 

and Safety) Act 2003 (Qld). 
- Drafting correspondence to State and Commonwealth government departments, National Native 

Title Tribunal, Courts and clients. 
 
ADDITIONAL EXPERIENCE: 
 RIO TINTO PLC, {ǘ WŀƳŜǎΩǎ {ǉǳŀǊŜ [ƻƴŘƻƴ (Jun 2007 – Aug 2007) 

Internship, Legal Department  
 
 

LANGUAGES:  Speaking Reading Writing 

 ENGLISH Excellent Excellent Excellent 

 


