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ADVISER PROFILE 
 
 

NAME: LY SAMBO 

POSITION:  Senior Adviser  

LOCATION:  Phnom Penh, Cambodia  

EXPERIENCE:  6 years  

NATIONALITY:  Cambodian 

 
Curriculum Vitae 

KEY QUALIFICATIONS: 

Ly Sambo holds an LLM in Business Law (Yokohama National University, Japan) and a Certificate in Project 
Finance (Terrapinn, Hong Kong).  His practice areas cover contracts, concession, corporate, real estate, energy, 
secured transactions, banking & finance, and mining.  He has extensive experience in project finance, corporate 
finance, acquisition, joint venture, concession, energy and mining. 

EDUCATION: 

 2004 - Master of Business Law  
Yokohama National University, Yokohama, Japan 

 2000 - Bachelor of Laws  
Faculty of Law and Economics, Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

EMPLOYMENT RECORD: 

 DFDL MEKONG/MEKONG LAW GROUP, Phnom Penh, Cambodia (June 2004 – Present) 
Senior Legal Adviser 
During his 6 years with the firm, he has undertaken work related to virtually all key regulations applicable 
to business.  His practice has focused on contracts, concessions, corporate, real estate, energy, mining 
and secured transactions.  He is involved in several financing, acquisition, joint venture, concession, 
energy, mining, real estate development and infrastructure projects.  A brief description of the major 
projects undertaken is set out below. 
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DETAILS OF MAJOR PROJECTS UNDERTAKEN 
 

Focus on Various Sectors 

CAMBODIA 

Project Financing – US$140 M – 100 MW Coal Fired Power Plant  (Current) 
Advising an offshore lender on Cambodian law aspects with respect to the US$140 M financing of a company 
granted concession on a 100 MW Coal Fired Power Plant in Sihanoukville.  Scope of work includes, inter alia, 
reviewing and advising on all project, financing and security documents as well as due diligence on the project 
company. 

Project Financing – US$412 M – 338 MW HPP  (Current) 
Advising an offshore lender on Cambodian law aspects with respect to the US$412 M financing of a hydropower 
company.  Scope of work includes, inter alia, due diligence on the project company, reviewing and advising on all 
project, loan and security documents. 

Financing and Security Package – HwangDBS Bank (2009) 
Preparing financing and security documents for HwangDBS Bank and advising the bank on the same.   

Project Financing – US$19 M – China Construction Bank Co., Ltd. (2009) 
Assisting China Construction Bank Co., Ltd. in its US$19 M financing of a telecom company, including particularly 
reviewing the loan agreement and conducting legal due diligence on the telecom company.   

Acquisition of Shares in a Telecom Company (2009) 
Assisting the offshore investor in conducting legal due diligence on a Cambodian telecom operator and advising 
the investor on the relevant Cambodian regulations and practice.   

Project Finance – US$23 M – Hotel in Siem Reap (2009) 
Assisting an offshore bank in its US$23 M financing of a hotel in Siem Reap.  Scope of work includes legal due 
diligence on the borrower, drafting of the security documents, reviewing of the loan agreement and issuing a 
legal opinion on the transaction.  

Acquisition of a Mining Company  (2008 - 2009) 
Assisting a foreign investor in acquiring a subsidiary of an Australian company which holds various mining 
licenses in Cambodia.  Scope of work included legal due diligence on the subsidiary of the Australian company 
and reviewing and advising on the Share Sale and Purchase Agreement. 

Acquisition of Equity in a Rice Milling Company (2008 - 2009) 
Assisting foreign investors in their acquisition of equity in a Cambodian rice milling company.  Scope of work 
included conducting legal due diligence on the rice milling company and reviewing various relevant agreements 
such as the share sale and purchase agreement, the joint venture agreement, the shareholder agreement, etc. 

ANZ Royal Loan to a Telecom Company  (2009) 
Advising ANZ Royal on various legal issues in relation to a loan granted to a local telecom company, in particular, 
ensuring that the interests of ANZ Royal rank at least pari passu with other lenders of the telecom company.  

6.5 MW Power Project - Dong-In Law Office (Current) 
Acting as a local legal counsel for a Korean power investor through a Korean law firm, Dong-In Law Office. Scope 
of work includes general advice on power investment and preparation of various project agreements, including 
Power Purchase Agreement, Fuel Supply Agreement, O&M Agreement, etc. 

Joint Venture with a Cambodian mining company   (2007 - 2008) 
Assisting a large international mining company in its joint venture with a Cambodian company holding mining 



 
 

Page 3 of 4 

Focus on Various Sectors 

interests in Oudar Meanchey province.  Scope of work include (i) advice on various legal issues related to mining 
investment in Cambodia; (ii) legal due diligence on the Cambodian mining company and its related company; 
and (iii) review and advice on the joint investment agreement and related agreements. 

Airport Financing - Second Loan - IFC & PROPARCO (2007 - 2008) 
Advising IFC and Proparco with respect to their second loan to the airport concessionaire, SCA. Scope of work 
includes advising, drafting and reviewing various loan and security documents. 

CPTL Power Transmission Line Financing Project - US$35M - ADB  (2006 - 2008) 
Advising the Asia Development Bank and other commercial and bilateral aid banks on all Cambodian law aspects 
of the loan to the power line transmission project. 

200 MW Coal-fired Power Plant - Power Synergy Corporation  (2007) 
Advising the project company on all Cambodian legal issues, including particularly the BOO, the IA, and the PPA, 
and the required government approvals with respect to the 200 MW Coal-fired Power Plant Project in 
Sihanoukville. 

Kamchay Hydropower Project – US$170M – China Exim Bank (2006 - 2007) 
Advising the lender on Cambodian law aspects with respect to the financing of the hydropower company.  Scope 
of work includes, inter alia, due diligence on the company, reviewing and advising on all project, loan and 
security documents.  

Loans to MFI’s - Deutsche Bank (2006) 
Conducting due diligence on MFI’s loan documents and advising Deutsche Bank on Cambodian law aspects in 
relation to loans and security. 

Raffles Hotel Refinancing – US$5.4 B – Clifford Chance (2006) 
Advising CitiGroup International on Cambodian law aspects of US$5.4 Billion financing and refinancing related to 
the purchase of two international hotel chains.  Scope of work included due diligence on two hotels in Cambodia 
and drafting and negotiation of all Cambodian law security documents.  

Joint Venture Project - US$80M - Cementhai  (2005 – 2006) 
Advising on the business structure, the licensing requirements, tax and incentives applicable to the joint venture 
company. Scope of work also included preparing the legal and security documents for the project. 

Acquisition of Cambodiana Hotel – Royal Group (2005 – 2006) 
Assisting Royal Group in its acquisition of Cambodiana Hotel. Scope of work included conducting legal due 
diligence on the hotel business, reviewing the sale and purchase agreement, and advising on the related legal 
issues. 

LAOS 

Acquisition of Interests in Hydroelectric Power Projects                        (2008) 
Assisting a foreign investor in acquiring interests in a company holding interests in some Hydroelectric Power 
Projects in Laos.  Scope of work included conducting due diligence on the company, the various Hydroelectric 
Power Projects and the relevant agreements. 

ANZ Loan to a Mining Company  (2008) 
Assisting ANZ with respect to the facilities granted to a mining company.  Scope of work covered opining on the 
due establishment of the mining company and reviewing and opining on various off-take agreements of the 
mining company, especially their assignability.   
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PHNOM PENH 
Cambodia@dfdlmekong.com 
+855 23 210 400 

VIENTIANE 
Laos@dfdlmekong.com 
+856 21 242 068-70  

YANGON* 
Myanmar@dfdlmekong.com 
+95 1540 995 
BANGKOK 
Thailand@dfdlmekong.com 
+66 26 363 282 

PHUKET 
Phuket@dfdlmekong.com 
+66 76 279 921  

SAMUI 
Samui@dfdlmekong.com 
+66 77 484 510 

HANOI 
Vietnam@dfdlmekong.com 
+84 4 3936 6411 

HO CHI MINH CITY 
Vietnam@dfdlmekong.com 
+84 8 3910 0072 

*Myanmar Thanlwin Legal Services, Ltd. in association with DFDL Mekong 
 

 

LANGUAGES:  Speaking Reading Writing 

 KHMER Excellent Excellent Excellent 

 ENGLISH Excellent Excellent Excellent 

 FRENCH Fair Fair Fair 

 JAPANESE Fair Fair  Fair  

 


