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ADVISER PROFILE 
 
 

NAME:   L-MARTIN DESAUTELS 

POSITION:    
Regional Managing Partner of DFDL Mekong, Managing Director of the Cambodia 
Office and Head of the Finance, Energy and Infrastructure Practice Group 

LOCATION:    
Mainly based in Phnom Penh, Cambodia but traveling regularly to Vientiane, Laos 
and Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam  

EXPERIENCE:    11 years  

NATIONALITY:    Canadian; French 

 
Curriculum Vitae 
 

MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES:   

Québec Bar Association 

KEY QUALIFICATIONS: 

L-Martin Desautels is the Regional Managing Partner of DFDL Mekong and has been practicing law in the 
Indochina Region for more than 11 years.  Mr Desautels has specialized in International Banking and Finance Law 
at the London School of Economics. He has advised governmental entities under technical assistance projects 
funded by multi-lateral agencies (notably the World Bank, Asian Development Bank or European Union) on 
various aspects on the law and providing legal counsel to foreign enterprises.  

He has been involved in drafting and/or commenting on several laws and regulations in Vietnam, Cambodia and 
Laos, under various technical assistance projects.  He has also assisted various governments in the Indochina 
Region as a member of private sector working groups.  

EDUCATION: 

 1999 – Master in Law in International Banking and Finance Law, London School of Economics and Political 
Science 

 1993 – First Degree in Law, Sherbrooke University 
 1990 – Diploma in Administration, Edouard Montpetit College 

Other training: 
 1996 – Course on Securities Transactions, Canadian Securities Institute 
 1994 – Practice License, Bar School of Sherbrooke 

EMPLOYMENT RECORD: 

 DFDL Mekong, Indochina Region (Jul 2002 to present) 
Regional Managing Partner 
Areas of practice: Energy and Infrastructure, Foreign Investment, Project Finance, Secured Lending, 
Banking and Finance Law, Governance. 
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 Gide Loyrette Nouel – Vietnam  (Aug 1999 to Jun 2002) 
Senior Lawyer 
In charge of Cambodian practice. Work experience in Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos and Thailand on various 
technical support projects financed by international institutions and as legal adviser to multinational 
companies investing in large foreign investment projects. Notably, advised a Consortium composed of EDF 
- Sumitomo - TEPCO on BOT power project (US$400 million) in Vietnam, the Phu My 2-2 Gaz Power 
Project. 

 Cabinet of the Leader of a Federal Political Party, Bloc Québécois  
Federal Parliament – Ottawa  (Apr 1997 to Jul 1998) 
Special Adviser - Legislative issues   
Advising the leader on all main topics, particularly legislative, legal, constitutional and international 
affairs. "In-house" lawyer for the political party. Co-ordination of the research and communication 
departments. Writing speeches and political public documents. 

 Researcher ς Legal Affairs  (Feb 1996 to April 1997)  
Research for the leader principally on legal, legislative and constitutional topics.  Analysis and critics of 
bills brought in Parliament. 

PUBLICATIONS: 

 Articles published in major publications in Vietnam on the taking of collateral in Vietnam in the context of 
Foreign Direct Investments - Vietnam Investment Review, Saigon Times, Vietnam Law Journal, etc. 

DETAILS OF MAJOR PROJECTS UNDERTAKEN 

Focus on Technical Assistance Projects  

CORPORATE/M&A  

Drafting of a Prakas on Cooperative Micro Finance Institutions in Cambodia - Microfinance Organization with 
support from international organizations  
Definition of the status, organization and functioning of Cooperative Micro Finance Institutions in Cambodia as to 
regulate their establishment and activities. 

Drafting of the New Commercial Contract Law - Asian Development Bank 
Assisting the Royal Government of Cambodia for the drafting of the New Law on Commercial Contracts in order to 
provide new types of specific contracts to be used by merchants in Cambodia. 

Technical Assistance Program on the implementation of a Notary Public System in Cambodia - French Cooperation 
Advising the Royal Government of Cambodia on the implementation of a Notary Public System in Cambodia, through 
drafting a Statute of Notary Public and a training program for students. 

World Bank PPI Project - World Bank and Ministry of Commerce 
Acting for the Royal Government of Cambodia in a World Bank project to assist RGC in defining and implementing 
private public infrastructure sector reform. 

Power Reform Assistance - World Bank and Ministry of Industry 
Acting for the Royal Government of Cambodia in a World Bank project to assist the RGC in defining and implementing 
power sector reform, notably all aspects related to financing. 

World Bank Road Law Assistance for MPWT – World Bank - Cambodia (2005-2006)  
Advising the Royal Government of Cambodia (the “RGC”) in a World Bank project to assist the RGC in the detailed 
drafting of the Road Law and various Sub-Decrees implementing the Road Law, notably the establishment of a Road 
Board and Road Fund. 

AusAid – Agriculture Quality Improvement Project – Cambodia (2006) 
Governance adviser on a development project to establish a commercially viable corporate operating entity.  Provided 
advice on corporate structure and establishment of Board of Directors, including training in governance matters. 

Rural Water Sector - Cambodia - Agence Française de Développement (2005) 
Advising the Royal Government of Cambodia (the "RGC") in an AFD project to assist the RGC in defining and 
implementing the water sector policy in rural areas, notably by analyzing the legal framework and proposing 
institutional structures to implement such policy. 
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Focus on Technical Assistance Projects  

GRET - Rural Irrigation Sector - Cambodia - Agence Française de Développement  (2004) 
Advising the GRET to assist in defining and implementing the legal framework in the rural irrigation sector, notably in 
the drafting of various implementing regulations for the water irrigation sector. 

Asian Development Bank - State Bank of Vietnam - State Securities Commission - SCERD - Corporatisation and 
Corporate Governance for equitized SOEs  2001 - 2002) 
The project concerns the improvement of corporate governance practices for equitized State Owned Enterprises and 
joint stock banks. Under the project a Code of Best Practice in Corporate Governance for Vietnam was developed and 
a model Charter for joint-stock companies and joint stock banks. Extensive advising and training was provided to 
senior management, CEO and members of board of directors of banks on the model Charter, best practices in 
corporate governance and, role and duties of members of board of directors. 

Asian Development Bank - Ministry of Finance and Planning of Sri Lanka - Governance and Institutional Support for 
Private Sector Development  (2002) 
This project is aimed at assisting the Government improve the performance of the public enterprise and the (private) 
corporate sector through development of best practice in corporate governance. The activities of the TA include: (i) review 
of the corporate governance systems and practices in public enterprises, including the state-owned National Savings Bank, 
and listed companies; (ii) development of a code of best practice in corporate governance which is to be adopted and 
made mandatory for all commercial public enterprises and all state-owned or controlled financial institutions (including 
commercial and development banks); (iii) recommendations on the strengthening of the role and institutional capacity of 
the Government in its ownership and governance functions of public enterprises; and (iv) recommendations on corporate 
governance development in listed companies. 

World Bank Project - State Bank of Vietnam - Bank Corporate Governance  (2001-2002) 
Advised the State Bank of Vietnam in the drafting of a manual handbook for members of the Board of Directors of 
joint stock banks. Furthermore, providing a detail report on the assessment of the banking legal framework in relation 
to corporate governance. In collaboration with the Banking and Non-Banking Department of the State Bank of 
Vietnam, extensive training was provided to members of board of directors and senior management of joint stock 
banks as well as for State Bank of Vietnam officials. 

World Bank Project - State Bank of Vietnam - Banking Reform  (1999-2000) 
As project coordinator, advised the State bank of Vietnam on various issues in relation to legal aspects of the Banking 
Reform for the duration of the six months project. More precisely, advised in details on legal aspects concerning 
Charter of State Owned Banks and Joint Stock Banks, notably on necessary amendments of and compliance with 
Vietnamese regulations. 

Danida/SIRED Project – Ministry of Fisheries - Reform of State-owned enterprises (2002-2003) 
As main consultant and team leader, provide in Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City and Danang some training to Senior 
Management, members of Board of Directors and members of Supervisory Board on best practices in Corporate 
Governance for recently equitized State-owned enterprises in the sea-food industry. 

International Consortium (EDF-TEPCO-Sumitomo) - Phu My 2-2 BOT Power Plant Project - Vietnam  (1999-2002) 
Advising an international Consortium on the financing of a multi-million BOT power plant project in the South of 
Vietnam. Notably, advising on all aspects of banking and finance regulations: mortgage, foreign exchange, land use 
rights, pledge, perfection and foreclosure of collateral, etc. Drafting of the Charter of the new company.  

International Foreign Investor - Transformation of a State-Owned Enterprise - Laos  (2001) 
Advising an International Foreign Investor on the transformation of a State-Owned Enterprise into a Joint Venture 
with the Lao Government. Notably, advising on all aspects of banking and finance regulations: foreign exchange, land 
use rights, role of Central Bank, etc. Drafting of Articles of Association for the new company.  

Adviser to the liquidator in charge of the restructuring/liquidation of six banks - Kingdom of Cambodia  (2000-2001) 
The project concerns advice to the liquidator in charge of the liquidation of six (6) banks in Cambodia. The project is to 
assess and analyze the existing legal framework for bank liquidation issues and provide the most secured solutions to 
any issues unresolved in the current regulatory system, notably on mortgages on immovable properties. 
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PHNOM PENH 
Cambodia@dfdlmekong.com 
+855 23 210 400 

VIENTIANE 
Laos@dfdlmekong.com 
+856 21 242 068-70  

YANGON* 
Myanmar@dfdlmekong.com 
+95 1540 995 
BANGKOK 
Thailand@dfdlmekong.com 
+66 26 363 282 

PHUKET 
Phuket@dfdlmekong.com 
+66 76 279 921  

SAMUI 
Samui@dfdlmekong.com 
+66 77 484 510 

HANOI 
Vietnam@dfdlmekong.com 
+84 4 3936 6411 

HO CHI MINH CITY 
Vietnam@dfdlmekong.com 
+84 8 3910 0072 
 

*Myanmar Thanlwin Legal Services, Ltd. in association with DFDL Mekong 
 

 
 
 

Focus on Technical Assistance Projects  

 
European Union Project - Ministry of Planning & Investment of Vietnam - Reform of Mortgage Regulations (1999-2000) 

Advised the Ministry of Planning and Investment on mortgage and pledge regulation for two months. The project 
included a seminar to present the final recommendations (70 participants). 
 
World Bank Project - Ministry of Commerce of Cambodia - Legislative Reform for WTO  (2001) 
As international legal adviser, advised the Ministry of Commerce on the required legislative reform in the light of 
accession of Cambodia to WTO membership. Notably, advised on the necessary legal reform in the financial sector. 

European Union Project - State Securities Commission of Vietnam - Investment Funds Regulations  (2001)  
In close cooperation with experts of the State Securities Commission, revision in detail of implementing regulations. 

 

LANGUAGES:  Speaking Reading Writing 

 FRENCH Excellent Excellent Excellent 

 ENGLISH Excellent Excellent Excellent 

 VIETNAMESE Basic Basic Basic 

 KHMER Basic None None 

 


