
 

 
 
 
 

ADVISER PROFILE 
 
 

NAME:   SOUNTHORN CHANTHAVONG 

POSITION:    Senior Legal Adviser 

LOCATION:    Vientiane, Lao PDR  

EXPERIENCE:    15 years  

NATIONALITY:    Lao 

 
Curriculum Vitae 
 

MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES:   

Internship Member of Lao Bar Association 
Lao Institute of Certified Public Accountants (Lao CPA), Vientiane, Lao PDR 
Associate Member of CPA Australia 

KEY QUALIFICATIONS: 

Sounthorn Chanthavong is a Senior Adviser with Mekong Law Group. He has extensive experience in dealing 
with the Lao Government as well as in-depth knowledge of tax, finance and accounting issues.  

EDUCATION: 

 2009 - Present: Undertaking Master of Law - Faculty of Law 
 2008 - Bachelor of Law at Lao National University - Faculty of Law 
 2007 - Advanced Accounting training at National Office of CPA of Australia 
 2007 - Professional Business English Training at Holmesglen Institute of TAFE, Melbourne, VIC, Australia 
 2000 - Postgraduate Business English training at Vientiane College 
 1994 - 1998 Business English training at Lao-American College 
 1999 - Advanced Accounting training at Ministry of Finance, Lao PDR 
 1999 - Diploma in Business Administration at the School of Management and Education, Vientiane, Lao 

PDR 
 1989 - Bachelor Degree in Agronomy at No. 1 Agricultural University, Hanoi, Vietnam 

Other training/Workshops: 

 2008 - Training as Intern Lawyer at Lao Bar Association, Vientiane Lao PDR 
 2007 - Workshop on VAT Law, and Implementation Decree on VAT Law, Vientiane, Lao PDR 
 2007 - Workshop on Drafting of Amendment to Accounting Law and State Auditing Law, National 

Assembly, Vientiane, Lao PDR 
 2006 - Workshop on Lao Business Forum: Industry, Trade, Tourism, Law Enforcement Vientiane, Lao PDR 
 2005 - Workshop on Legal Aspect of E-Commerce (e-Commerce Law), at Prime Minster’s Office, Vientiane, 

Lao PDR 
 2004 - Workshop on Strengthening the Telecommunication Regulatory Regime in Lao PDR, Vientiane, Lao 

PDR 
 1999 - Study tour to United States of America (Washington, Memphis, Chicago, Albuquerque and Los 

Angeles) on the topic of “Human Rights and Dispute Resolution in the Civilly Society” 



 1999 - Mid-level Lao Accounting System training at Accounting System Department, Ministry of Finance, 
Vientiane, Lao PDR 

 1996 - Fundamental Lao Accounting System training at Comcenter Business School, Vientiane, Lao PDR 

EMPLOYMENT RECORD: 

 MEKONG LAW GROUP (LAOS) LTD  (July 2003 – present) 
Senior Legal Adviser 
- Areas of practice: Tax, Foreign Investment, Land Ownership Transactions, Legal Due Diligence, 

Financial Due Diligence, Company Establishment, Trademark/Pattern Registration. 

- Assist foreign lawyers/advisers with research of Lao Laws, coordinating meetings with the 
government authorities.  Translation of legal documents from Lao to English and English to Lao. 

 BGA PLANTATION AND FORESTRY CO., LTD.  (June 2002 – June 2003) 
Administrator & Finance Manager 
- Managed administrative work in the head office and site office, including accounting, tax 

compliance and personnel matters.  Negotiated with Vietnamese and Thai companies in order to 
export Acacia and Eucalyptus from Laos to Vietnam, Thailand and Japan. 

- Met and negotiated with the high-level government authorities included polices, custom officers, 
and tax officers in Laos and Vietnam for the exportation of timber and plantation to Vietnam, 
Thailand and Japan.  

- Responsible for the budget of planting over 5,000 ha annually.  Controlled cash flows of the project, 
produced monthly managerial accounting to overseas shareholders.  Produced annual financial 
reports to Lao Government and worked closely with the tax officials at both local and central levels. 

 UNILEVER THAI HOLDINGS COMPANY LIMITED, Laos Representative Office  
Finance Controller (June 2001-June 2002) 
- Responsible for reporting on accounting and finance matters to the Head Office in Bangkok.   

- Worked with tax and customs offices at local and central levels in order to import and distribute 
Unilever's goods from Thailand.   

- Responsible for all issues related with legal matters in the Representative Office such as licensing 
extension.   

- Worked closely with Lao Court and the Science Technology Environment Agency (STEA) at Prime 
Minister's Office regarding IP issues for Unilever's counterfeit products in Laos.   

- Liaised with the distributors and local dealers regarding demand plan, payment procedures and 
marketing/advertising issue for Unilever’s products in Laos. 

 DIRKSEN FLIPSE DORAN & LE, Vientiane, Lao PDR  (October 1993 to March 2002) 
Office and Finance Manager 
- Assisted foreign lawyers with research of Lao laws, met with clients in various industries, drafted 

and prepared correspondence and legal documents, and coordinated meetings with government 
officials in relation to client work. 

- Responsible for daily administrative work of the office.  Responsible for financial and accounting 
work including accounts receivable and accounts payable.  Produced the annual financial report to 
shareholders and stakeholders. 

- Translation of legal documents from Lao to English and English to Lao. 

 LALITHA CLOTHING COMPANY, Vientiane, Laos  (1993) 
Assistant Accounting Manager 
Responsible for general accounting, inventory management and tax compliance. English translator/ 
interpreter for Company management and co-workers. 

 VIENTIANE YOUTH AGRICULTURE ENTERPRISE, Vientiane, Laos  
(Business Joint Venture between Vientiane Youth Union and Thai Investor) (1991-1992) 
Assistant Accounting-Finance Manager  
Responsible for assisting the Finance Manager produce the financial report to the shareholders and 
stakeholders. 



 YOUTH UNION VIENTIANE PREFECTURE (Government Organization), Vientiane, Laos.  (1989-1990) 
Administrative Assistant and Head of Personnel Management 
- Head of human resources for the organization including recruitment procedures, drafting internal 

rules for the organization, employee benefit policy and retirement policy. 

- Responsible for delegation and evaluation of work for all personnel and reported findings to upper 
management. 

 BOLIKHAMXAY'S AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY DEPARTMENT  (1988-1989) 
Government Employee 
Technical support staff. 

DETAILS OF MAJOR PROJECTS UNDERTAKEN 

 
Focus on Non-Energy Sectors  
REGIONAL 

Word Bank Group (2006) 
Provided information related to: secured transactions, construction licensing, utility services, environmental 
protection, property rights, labor, etc. 

Establishment of Foreign Invested/Joint Venture Companies in Laos (2003-2009) 
Application and monitoring of licensing process for various company incorporations:  
 PTT Cambodia Co., Ltd.  2003-2004 
 Aden Remote Site Laos Co., Ltd.  2005 
 Birla Lao Pulp & Plantations Company Limited  2006 
 Dokmai Export Company Ltd.  2004-2005 
 Geomap Laos) Co.,Ltd.  2006 
 Seven Joint Partners Co., Ltd.  2005-2006 
 Aries Mining Limited Representative Office in Laos  2005-2006 
 ANZ-Vientiane Commercial Bank  2007 
 Lao SPG CMC Mining Co., Ltd.  2007 
 Le Camargue Restaurant 2008 
 Ratch-Lao Services Company Limited 2009 
 

Focus on the Energy Sector 

LAOS 

Nam Sim Power Company Limited (2009) 
Establishment of the Company to undertake the Nam Sim Hydropower Project, with the total investment of 
US$17,660,000.  

Theun Hinboun Power Company (THPC) Expansion Project (2008) 
Provided advice on obtaining the Approval/Permit from National Assembly; the Prime Minister’s Office; Ministry 
of Agriculture and Forestry and the Ministry of Public Work and Transport; Ministry of Industry and Commerce, 
and Ministry of Finance regarding the exemption/permission for Extension Project.  Amended THPC licenses. 

Nam Ngum 2 – US$750 Million - Lenders (2006 - 2007) 
Provided advice on required Government approvals and tax applications to the contractors and sub-contractors. 

Nam Nhone Hydro Power Project - Developers (2005) 
Provided advice on tax incentives under the domestic investment law, on establishment as a domestic company, 
and on share transfer to foreign investors. 

Nam Theun 2 – US$1.3 Billion – World Bank (2004-05) 
Provided advice to the Lenders to review the existing arrangement for off-grid electrification and the MIH 
proposed scale up arrangement.  Made recommendations on improvement and  environmental impact. 

Theun Hinboun Power Company (THPC) (2004) 

Provided advice related to board director’s role according to the Business Law on Lending. 



 

 
Focus on Non-Energy Sectors  

Tax Advice/Market Entry Report 
Advising on applicable Lao tax/custom regime for clients including: 
 Mitsui (Thailand) 
 Mitsui (Japan) 
 Oji Lao Plantation and Forestry Co., Ltd. 
 Salamander  
 Deloitte 
 Huawei 
 Ernst & Young 
 KSL Thailand 

Land Due Diligence/Land Development 
Conducted Land Due Diligence for the following projects: 
 Orient-Express Hotel Limited related to land and property in Phou Vao Hotel, Luang Prabang, Lao PDR. 
 Panit Chareun (Lao-Thai Co., Limited) in relation to land and property in Pakse, Lao PDR. 
 Richard Moe related to land development in Vientiane, Laos 
 SAS-Shopping center project in Vientiane, Lao PDR. 

Legal and Financial Due Diligence  
 Asia Vehicle Rental Co., Ltd. 

Trademark Registration/Trademark ownership transfer 
Applied for and monitored and filing process on behalf of following companies: 
 CITA Citrawinda, Indonesia 
 White & Case, Thailand 
 Compass Group, France 
 Millicom International Cellular S.A   

 

 
 

LANGUAGES:  Speaking Reading Writing 

 LAO Excellent Excellent Excellent 

 ENGLISH Good Good Good 

 VIETNAMESE Excellent Excellent Excellent 

 THAI Excellent Good Poor 


