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CURRICULUM VITAE 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES:   

Member in good standing of the New York State Bar Association 
International Business Club of Cambodia 
American Chamber of Commerce of Cambodia 

KEY QUALIFICATIONS: 

James Cummiskey was appointed as head of DFDL’s Cambodia real estate practice group 
in 2006, which was developed to cope with the increasing demand on the firm for 
international standard legal advice for foreign clients wishing to invest in real estate in 
Cambodia.  In December of 2008, James moved to DFDL’s Bangkok office to head up the 
real estate practice in Thailand.  In this capacity, James had headed up numerous large real 
estate development projects for the firm, often involving many regulatory and corporate 
issues, due to Cambodian and Thai laws relating to land.  Work has included the drafting of 
development project contracts, shareholders agreements, creating security over the land 
through mortgages and financing for the projects themselves.  He has worked on the 
establishment and purchase of land for hospitals, development of several special economic 
zones around Phnom Penh, negotiations and drafting of a lease and concession agreement 
with the Government of Cambodia for an island on behalf of a private investor for a 
proposed $300 million tourism development on an island, due diligence associated with the 
listing of a land development company on the AIM London Stock Exchange in order to raise 
$220 million for the property fund, sale of an integrated community and international school 
and other commercial projects such as retail shopping centers, hotels and casino resorts. 
 
EDUCATION: 
 
� 2004 - Tulane University Law School, New Orleans LA, USA, Juris Doctor 
 
� 2002 - Paris Institute of Legal Studies Paris, France.  Studied comparative international 

law with the institute which is affiliated with L’Université Panthéon-Assas, otherwise 
known as Paris II (the Sorbonne). 

 
� 1998 - University of Richmond, Richmond VA, USA. Bachelor of Arts: Political Science 

Major and Philosophy Minor 
 
� 1997 - Université Paul Valerie, Montpellier, France - Spring Semester, University of 

Minnesota Study Abroad 
 

NAME: JAMES ROBERT CUMMISKEY JR 

POSITION: Adviser, Head of Bangkok Real Estate Practice Group 

LOCATION: Bangkok, Thailand  

EXPERIENCE: 3 years 

NATIONALITY: USA 
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� 1997 - University of Paris (La Sorbonne), Paris, France - Fall Semester, American 
Institute for Foreign Studies 

 
� 1997–American University of Paris, Paris, France - Fall Semester, American Institute for 

Foreign Studies 
 
� 1993–1994 - Gonzaga College High School, Washington, D.C. USA  
 
� 1990–1993 - The International School of Kenya, Nairobi, Kenya  
 
Awards:  Merit Scholar Award 2004 from the Law League of Louisiana  

 
Model United Nations: 
 
� Served as a delegate of Panama at the 1991 MUN Conference in The Hague, 

Netherlands. 
 
� Served as a delegate of North Korea at the 1991 MUN Conference in Nairobi, Kenya. 
 
� Worked as an Assistant to the General Services Administration Officer at the American 

Embassy in Nairobi, Kenya (Summer, 1991). 

EMPLOYMENT RECORD: 

� DFDL Mekong (Dec 2004 to present) 
Legal Adviser, Head of Bangkok Real Estate Practice Group 

- As of December 2007, James has been heading up DFDL’s Bangkok real estate 
practice group.  Work in this area includes commercial and residential 
development projects and due diligence on land titles and corporate structures of 
landholding entities. 

- April 2006, appointed head of Cambodian real estate practice group. Worked on 
projects including establishment and purchase of land for hospitals, development 
of several special economic zones around Phnom Penh, negotiations and drafting 
of a lease and concession agreement with the Government of Cambodia for an 
island on behalf of a private investor for a proposed $300 million tourism 
development on the island and other commercial projects such as retail shopping 
centers, hotels and casino resorts. 

- Commercial practice work involving drafting and reviewing contracts related to 
project development and financing, and corporate issues.  General commercial 
law practice involving drafting of Joint Venture Agreements, Shareholder 
Agreements, Equity Subscription Agreements, Loan Agreements, and Concession 
Agreements with Governmental Entities.   

- General practice work providing regulatory advice and performing due diligence 
work for multi-national companies operating in Cambodia and Laos.  Work in this 
regard includes several large tobacco manufacturers, telecom operators, energy 
industry operators, textile manufacturers and real estate developers (among 
others). 
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� Immigration & Refugee Services of Associated Catholic Charities,  
 New Orleans USA  (Feb 2004 to May 2004) 

Law Clerk 

- Worked for the supervising attorney assisting immigrants to the United States in 
obtaining political and/or religious asylum. 

 
� Executive Office for the United States Attorneys  (Jun 2003 to Aug 2003) 

Legal Programs Division 
Summer Intern  

- Assisted the Chair of the Asset Forfeiture Management Board Committee charged 
with setting up the necessary legal and practical framework for the creation and 
administration of a single fund combining the Department of Justice Asset 
Forfeiture Fund and the Department of Treasury Forfeiture Fund. 

- Assisted in a request for reimbursements from the Three Percent Fund by 
researching the legislative intent in the creation of said Fund to argue that 
reimbursements were withheld from EOUSA contrary to the purpose for which 
the Fund was created. 

- Researched legislative changes to the Victim and Witness Protection Act to assist 
the Financial Litigation Unit in advising the FDIC on how to proceed with federal 
claims in states that have homestead exemption laws. 

- Reviewed drafts of proposed legislation, congressional testimony and other 
regulatory proposals in order to apprise the U.S. Attorneys Offices of possible 
effects these may have on federal law enforcement activities. 

- Researched the current legal status and security issues involved with use of email 
communications as a medium for communicating confidential information with 
respect to the attorney-client privilege and work-product doctrine. 

- Helped prepare materials for the Attorney General Advisory Council 
Subcommittee Meeting on the Environment. 

 
� Hunton & Williams Oct 1998 to Oct 2000 

Paralegal in Bangkok, Thailand 

- Worked with the Project Finance Department and Privatization Team 

- Market research in electricity development (generation, distribution and 
financing) throughout Southeast Asia. 

- Managing and drafting of documents such as PPA, EPC, O&M and related 
financing agreements. 

- Researched evidence for two arbitration cases involving major Thai entities. 

- Preparation of bids for large infrastructure projects. 

- Preparation of the firm’s Asian marketing publications. 
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DETAILS OF MAJOR PROJECTS UNDERTAKEN 

FOCUS ON THE ENERGY, INFRASTRUCTURE & FINANCE SECTOR 

Lao PDR – Hydropower Projects 

Nam Theun 2–US$1.2–1.5 billion–International Lenders  (2004-2005) 

Acting as an adviser to the Lenders Consortium in relation to a hydro-electric power project. 
International Counsel is A&O and Chandler. Value: US$1.2 to 1.5 billion. 

Cambodia  

Transmission Line–US$30 Million–Asian Development Bank (2004-2005) 
Acting for the lenders in relation to a US$30 million transmission line project between 
Thailand and Cambodia. 

FOCUS ON THE REAL ESTATE SECTOR 

Cambodia  

Establishment of Property Fund–$220 Million–JSM Indochina Ltd. (2007) 

Issuance of Legal Due Diligence and Legal Opinion regarding the various land development 
projects intended to be offered to JSM Indochina Ltd. as an “Initial Portfolio” in exchange for 
shares in JSM Indochina Ltd (which is listed on the AIM London Stock Exchange).  This work 
has also included assistance with the transactional aspects of the four major development 
projects offered to JSM Indochina Ltd., including having assisted in the purchases of some of 
the project site properties on behalf of the client prior to the establishment of JSM Indochina 
Ltd., and continued transactional work for a landholding subsidiary of JSM Indochina. 

Sale of Integrated Community and Housing Development–US$20.3 Million– 
Northbridge Communities Limited (2006-2007) 

Assisted the Seller of three Companies in the sale of an integrated community development 
which included an international school, sporting facilities and a housing development. 

Land Purchase–$30 Million–Queen Co Leisure International (2007) 

Advised with respect to Due Diligence on the Property, Negotiation and Closing of the Land 
Sale and Purchase Agreement for the Property, and assistance with transfer of the property 
for a large resort and casino project. 

 
 

LANGUAGES:  Speaking Reading Writing 

 English Excellent Excellent Excellent 

French Good Fair Poor 

 
 
CONTACT DETAILS: 
 
DFDL Mekong (Thailand) Ltd 
9th Floor, Dusit Thani Building 
946 Rama IV Road, Silom 
Bangkok, 10500 Thailand 
Tel: +66 2 636 3282 
Fax: +66 2 636 3290 
Mobile:  +66 89 698 3784 
James.Cummiskey@DFDLmekong.com 
www.dfdlmekong.com  

 


